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BgTHSPi MAO nSE^TUWG AMD (aSKRAL OKAMURA 


Ho Hfllng-chih 


A fact toown ty only a fi»v people ie the conclusion of a secret agree- 
ment betvoen Mao Tae-tuog and Gen Okaoura Yaatusugu, the war criminal. The 
Bfational Defense Ministry on 22 . April 19lf6 announced the following items 

"The CCP leader, Mao Tse-tung, during the war concluded a secret agree- 
ment with the enemy's head man, Genored Okamiira. At that time General Oka- 
mura was Commanding Office of the Japanese Kxpeditlonary Forces In Forth 
China. On I 7 August 19^5, Mao Tse-tung proceeded from Pao-te (Shansi) through 
Vu-eal-chu to Shon-ch*lh (Shansi). General Okamura proceeded from Pao-te 
V la Cbuo-hsien to Shen-ch'lh, and there concluded with Mao Tse-tung a secret 
agreement InTolTlng three points* (X) the Japanese troops and the OCF woiad 
collaborate In fighting the Chinese Hat lonallet troops ^ ( 2 ) General Okamura 
gawe Mao ten small arsenals, (3) tta CCF would supply the Japanese with 
military intelligence concerning the Hatlanallst forces. After the con*»er- 
satione, a photograph of both together vaa taken as a souvenir of the occa- 
sion." 

Ihe national Defense Ministry 'a Military Tribunal for the trial of 
war orlmlnala has recently acqiiitted General Okamura of being a war criminal, 
Se bao been i*e leased and has returned to Japan, The Caamunlets do not agree 
with this decleion. They charge him with having Violated the people's will," 
end they demand hi 0 extradition from Japan to stand trial ccfcre chem, 

Mhetl^r or not the acquittal of General Okamura la a "violation of the 
people's will," we are not In a position to say, but In -view of the 
number of ordi;:ary peasants who were killed by the bayonets of the cruel 
soldiers under his command, to say he is without guilt is something with 
which a great many people will disagree. The decision exonerating General 
Okenurr was not unanimous. One Judge by the name of T no dleaented, but 
vaLO a^mofed under orders from the Ministry of National Defense. It vao thus 
realljr a political, and not a Juiirial decision. 
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' 2. dteneral Okamura unquestionably is an iLnu. 9 u.ili 
ohovn in hie coping with Chinese guerrilla vaj-fare. 
principal adveraery was the l8th Army Group, which -.^a 
in North China. They were trained to penetrate 1-riilr’ 
llnoB to the transportation lines and citiec under i:-. 
attack the troops garrisoning these points. In c 
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3. There is a further reason fer the CoTimiu.inT- It is reported 

that Okamiura, with the approval of the American -'JuMc'-IMes in Japauj intends 
to organise a volunteer army of 2 mllllcn demobilMei .Tapanese ooldlers to 
return to China and engage in fighting the Chinese Communists. It is hard 
to know whether or not there Is ony foundation for iblo report. Nevertheless, 
the CCP has put this matter of Okamura* s extradition on the agenda as one of 
the conditions for discussion In the peace talks. 3t enmet fall tc be one 
of the obstacles to success of the peace conversations. 
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